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In Canada, a child is diagnosed with a critical illness 
every two hours — that’s over 4,000 children each 
year who may qualify for a wish — our work is 
never over. Thousands of children are still waiting. 
  
Together, we can grant the wish of every  
eligible child.

Medical stats found throughout this report are 
from the Make-A-Wish 2022 Wish Impact Study 
and Patel et al., 2018.

Every Two Hours, a Child’s 
Life Changes Forever

Raiya, 4 
respiratory disorder

I wish to visit my 
favourite theme park
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Wishes Are Medicine

Every day across Canada, children are facing critical 
illnesses that no child should have to endure. In these 
moments, strength and resilience matter — and so 
does hope. With your support, children receive some-
thing research shows is a powerful part of their care: a 
prescribed wish that supports their medical journey and 
reminds them they are so much more than their diagnosis.

This year, we introduced Wishes Are Medicine, a platform 
inspired by decades of evidence showing that a wish can 
ease stress, improve emotional well-being, strengthen 
treatment compliance, and even reduce emergency room 
visits. More importantly, it reflects what families and care 
teams have long known — that wishes bring comfort, 
confidence, and renewed energy at a time when children 
need it most. Wishes belong within the continuum of care, 
helping children and their families navigate the challenges 
of illness and treatment with greater strength.

In 2025, together we fulfilled wishes for 1,835 children in 
697 communities across Canada. Guided by a thoughtful 
approach to financial stability and sustainable wish grant-
ing, we continued to deliver deeply personal, high-quality 
wishes while planning responsibly for the future. Because 
of the generosity of donors, volunteers, fundraisers, and 
partners like you, we reached $54.48 million in revenue 
this year, with 70.4% of expenses going directly to making 
wishes come true.

We Are Improving Health Outcomes for Canadian Children

Our commitment remains unwavering: to reach every 
eligible child in Canada with the healing benefits a wish 
provides. With a shared belief that wishes are a vital 
prescription for children facing critical illness, your part-
nership makes this possible.

Thank you for standing with wish kids and their fami-
lies. Through your generosity, children across Canada 
experience moments of laughter, comfort, and renewed 
strength — gifts that heal in ways traditional medicine 
alone cannot, because Wishes Are Medicine.

Meaghan Stovel McKnight 
Chief Executive Officer 
Make-A-Wish Canada

Shaun Usmar 
Chair, Board of Directors 
Make-A-Wish Canada

O U R  T H A N K S

1,835 100% 98.8%
wishes fulfilled  

nationwide in 2025
of medical practitioners said the 

wish experience improves the 
child’s overall quality of life

wish satisfaction  
by wish families 
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Wishes are an essential part of a treatment plan for a sick child

Wishes Are Vital 
Prescriptions

Referring Hospitals and  
Clinics Across Canada

198

O U R  I M PA C T

0 4  |  I M PA C T  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5

Alberta Children’s Hospital

BC Children’s Hospital

CHU Sainte-Justine

Children’s Hospital of Eastern 
Ontario

Children’s Hospital London 
Health Sciences Centre

IWK Health Centre	

Jim Pattison Children’s Hospital

McMaster Children’s Hospital

Montreal Children’s Hospital

The Children’s Hospital of 
Winnipeg

The Hospital For Sick Children 
(SickKids)

The Moncton Hospital

Stollery Children’s Hospital

The following list represents a selection of hospitals  
and clinics referring children to Make-A-Wish Canada:

“Children’s wishes have 
always been a part of my 
treatment plans — I try 
to make sure that every 
child I see has applied, 
been approved and has 
gotten their wish.”

Dr. Heather Hodgson-Viden,  
Medical Advisory  
Committee Chair 
Pediatrician, Jim Pattison 
Children’s Hospital

Zooey, 12 
genetic disorder

I wish to visit  
my favourite 
theme park

https://makeawish.ca/impact-of-wishes/annual-impact-report/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=annual_impact_report


Child Receives Critical 
Illness Diagnosis1
Families begin to navigate a complex and overwhelming 
diagnosis, often alongside urgent medical decisions.

Treatment Plan  
Includes Wish Referral2
Alongside treatments such as chemotherapy and 
pain management, doctors develop a care plan that 
includes a wish — supporting resilience, and emotional 
well-being during treatment.

Wish Planning  
Provides Strength3
Wish planning often takes place during treatment, helping 
children build strength, motivation, and resilience through 
the most challenging moments.

Wishes Deliver Lasting 
Health Benefits5
Critically ill children who experience a wish can  
experience immediate and lasting health benefits, including 
measurable reductions in cortisol levels, as well as lasting 
psychological improvements like decreased depression and 
anxiety and increased self-esteem, confidence, and hope.

Donation Support Makes 
Wishes Possible4
Through the support of a caring community, children  
are surrounded by hope as their wish journey begins —  
reinforcing that they are not facing treatment alone.

PEDIATRIC MEDICINEMAKE-A-WISH CANADA1-888-822-9474
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Did you know? 
Families, social workers, and 
other supporters can refer 
children for a wish too.
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Wishes Reduce Hospital Visits

Wishes Give Sick Children Strength

Wishes Increase Compliance With Treatment 

Wishes Improve  
Health Outcomes

Patients granted a wish were  
2.5 times less likely to have an  
unplanned hospital visit

2.5x
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O U R  I M PA C T

9 out of 10 of surveyed medical  
providers saw a wish increased  
compliance with treatment

90%
95% of doctors believe that wishes 
improve health outcomes

95%

 Patients granted a wish were  
1.9 times less likely to use the  
emergency department

1.9x

8 out of 10 wish kids reported that  
their wish gave them the strength  
to fight their critical illness

80%
100% of surveyed medical providers  
said a wish experience is a turning  
point in a child’s treatment

100%

https://makeawish.ca/impact-of-wishes/annual-impact-report/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=annual_impact_report


Millie’s Prescription: 
A Wish as Part of Her  
Treatment Plan

By the time Millie could crawl, she had already spent more 
time in hospitals than many adults will in their lifetime. 
What began as a few puzzling symptoms quickly stacked 
into a pattern no one could ignore: infections with no clear 
cause, fractures that shouldn’t have happened, illnesses 
that lingered far too long.  

Her family lived in a suspense that most parents of medi-
cally complex children are familiar with: knowing some-
thing is wrong, but not knowing what. Years of specialist 
referrals, imaging appointments, and hallway consulta-
tions that ended with more questions than answers.  

When the diagnosis finally came — a rare genetic disorder 
with no cure and limited treatment options — it brought 
both clarity and its own kind of grief.

As her medical team built out her treatment plan, one 
element stood alongside medications, monitoring, and 
ongoing clinical support: a prescribed wish.  

Research shows — and doctors know — that Wishes Are 
Medicine. Wishes are an evidence-informed intervention 
that helps children cope with the realities of illness and 
treatment. They can reduce stress, improve adherence 
to treatment, reduce emergency room visits, and support 
better health outcomes. 

For Millie, her wish “to see dolphins” became part of her 
treatment plan and gave her the strength to get through 
her hardest moments. 

Not All Medicine Comes in a Bottle 

“Having a wish to look forward to 
definitely helped Millie get through her 
treatments. Through some of Millie’s 
sickest times, we could talk about the 
fun time to come as a family. Having 
something happy and exciting to look 
forward to is medicine in and of itself.”
Pamela, Millie’s mom

On her wish trip, Millie lit up in a way her family hadn’t 
seen in a long time. She’s always loved animals — espe-
cially dolphins — and being with them brought out her 
gentle, curious, and courageous nature. She carried that 
optimism, joy, and strength back into treatment, along 
with meaningful family memories that will last a lifetime.  

Millie’s wish was an essential part of her medical journey  
— and supporters like you made it possible. Thank you  
for giving sick children the strength they need to help 
keep going. 

See Millie’s full  
wish experience

Click the icon to learn more.
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Millie, 9 
genetic disorder

I wish to see  
a dolphin

https://makeawish.ca/donate/?utm_campaign=impact_fy24&utm_source=impact_report&utm_medium=link&utm_content=donate
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https://makeawish.ca/impact-of-wishes/wish-stories-and-blog/millies-story/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=millies_story


Make-A-Wish Canada is guided by its Medical Advisory Committee (MAC), composed 
of pediatric specialists and experts from across Canada.

Clinical Leadership: Medical Advisory Committee (MAC) 

Advancing the  
Science of Wishes

Dr. Jeremy Friedman 
Medical Advisor
Associate Pediatrician-in-Chief, 
Department of Pediatrics, Hospital 
for Sick Children/SickKids
(Ontario)

Shawn White 
National Board Director 
Senior Manager, Government 
Affairs and Strategic Partnerships, 
GSK Canada (Nova Scotia)

Darren Nantes 
Vice-Chair, National Board 
President and CEO, Nantes Capital 
(Nova Scotia)

Dr. Heather Hodgson-Viden  
Medical Advisory  
Committee Chair 
Pediatrician, Jim Pattison 
Children’s Hospital 
(Saskatchewan)

Dr. Bruce Crooks 
Program Director (Division of 
Hematology / Oncology), Izaak 
Walton Killam Hospital for Children 
(IWK) (Nova Scotia)

Dr. Hema Patel 
Director, Division of General 
Pediatrics, Montreal Children’s 
Hospital and McGill University 
Health Centre (Quebec)

Dr. Rod Rassekh 
Clinical Associate Professor, 
Division of Hematology, Oncology 
& BMT, University of British 
Columbia and Pediatric Oncologist, 
BC Children’s Hospital  
(British Columbia)

Dr. Claudia Renaud 
Assistant Professor, Division of 
Cardiology, Montreal Children’s 
Hospital (Quebec)

Dr. Candice Bjornson 
Pediatric Respirologist, 
Department of Pediatrics 
Professor, University of Calgary 
(Alberta)

Dr. Sarah Dyack 
Medical Geneticist, IWK Health 
Centre Professor of Pediatrics, 
Dalhousie University (Nova Scotia)

Members

Dr. Esther Lee  
Pediatrician, BC Children’s 
Hospital Complex Care Program 
and Palliative Medicine Specialist, 
Canuck Place Children’s Hospice 
and Clinical Assistant Professor, 
Department of Pediatrics, 
University of British Columbia  
(British Columbia)

Dr. Jessica Monteiro 
Member, Pediatrician, Northern 
and Indigenous Child Health 
Program, Montreal Children’s 
Hospital and Assistant Professor 
(Clinical), Department of Pediatrics, 
McGill University (Quebec)  

Dr. Mahendra Moharir 
Member, Director, Division of 
Neurology and Pediatric Stroke 
Program , Hospital for Sick 
Children/ SickKids and Professor, 
Dept. Of Pediatrics, University of 
Toronto (Ontario)

Heather Falk 
Co‑chair, Complaints Investigation 
Committee, College of Registered 
Nurses of Manitoba (Manitoba)

O U R  P E O P L E
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Hear from our Medical 
Advisory Committee

Click the icon to watch now.

https://makeawish.ca/impact-of-wishes/annual-impact-report/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=annual_impact_report
https://makeawish.ca/impact-of-wishes/annual-impact-report/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=annual_impact_report#macvideo 



With medical insurance donated by Blue Cross of Canada, wish  
families can travel knowing they are protected every step of the way.

In 2025, over 70% of all wishes involved travel — to a theme park, 
sunny beach, or to meet a hero. For many medically vulnerable chil-
dren, securing travel or medical insurance is one of the biggest barriers 
to having their wish fulfilled. That’s why Blue Cross of Canada partners 
with Make-A-Wish Canada as our exclusive travel insurance partner, 
to provide specialized travel insurance, and medical evacuation if ever 
necessary, for all wish children and their family members.

This transformational mission partnership ensures children with highly 
specialized medical needs can receive the health benefits that a wish 
brings — while giving families the peace of mind to focus on the joy, 
healing, and hope of their child’s wish. Thank you, Blue Cross of Canada! 

In 2025, Make-A-Wish Canada launched two new medical funds offering donors an 
opportunity to respond to distinct areas of medical need: rare diseases and cancer. 

Rare and Genetic Disease Fund — One in 25 children is born with a rare inherited condi-
tion. Yet only five percent of children have access to effective treatment options. This 
new fund ensures equitable access to the health benefits a prescribed wish provides, 
for children with the most complex medical needs. Alexion Charitable Foundation, a 
leader in the rare disease community, is the inaugural funder. 

Cancer Wish Fund — Nearly 50% of all wish kids have a cancer diagnosis. The Cancer 
Wish Fund was created to meet this high and sustained demand, ensuring eligible chil-
dren with cancer can access the hope, healing and improved health outcomes a wish 
experience offers. CIBC and Lundin Mining are the inaugural funders. 

Expanding Access to 
Life-Changing Travel Wishes

Medical Wish Funds:  
Expanding Access Through Targeted Care

Wishes by Illness​

Oncology (48.6%) Neurology (15.8%) Cardiology (7.5%)

Hematology (3.9%) Nephrology (3.8%)Pulmonary (8.2%)

Genetics (2.7%) Other (9.5%)

M A K E AW I S H . C A  |  0 9

O U R  I M PA C T

https://makeawish.ca/impact-of-wishes/annual-impact-report/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=annual_impact_report


Chance loves trucks, tools, and 
anything he can take apart and fix, 
and he brings that same determined 
energy to his medical journey with a 
complex heart condition. His early 
years were shaped by surgeries, 
appointments, and long stretches of 
uncertainty. 

Now, a prescribed wish is part of 
his treatment plan — giving him the 
strength to cope with whatever 
comes next. 

Six-year-old Alice is bright, creative, 
and endlessly joyful — even after a 
lymphoma diagnosis that pulled her 
out of school and into months of 
chemotherapy. Losing her hair was 
one of the hardest parts. 

Her prescribed wish centres on what 
she’s been holding onto throughout 
treatment: Rapunzel, long hair, and 
the hope of feeling better soon. 

Kian has spent half his life in treat-
ment for leukemia, often with “Tubie 
Mickey,” his crocheted Mickey 
Mouse doll with a matching NG 
tube, tucked under his arm. At five-
years-old, he’s gentle, observant, and 
tougher than anyone his age should 
have to be. 

His prescribed wish reflects the one 
comfort that has stayed constant 
through every appointment and 
procedure — helping him get through 
treatment. 

The Impact of a Prescribed Wish

I wish to ride a 
rollercoaster
Kian, 5 
leukemia

I wish to become  
a princess
Alice, 6 
lymphoma

I wish to go to my 
favourite theme park
Chance, 5 
congenital heart disease

Wish Impact Across Canada

O U R  W I S H  K I D S

Click to watch 
Kian’s story.

Click to watch 
Alice’s story.

Click to watch 
Chance’s story.
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Types of Wishes Children Asked for in 2025

people through the 
impact of a wish in 2025

1,835 wishes connected

603,819
DONORS

CLASSMATES

MEDICAL &  
REFERRAL  
SOURCES

VOLUNTEERS

COMMUNITY 
MEMBERS

EXTENDED 
FAMILY

Donate to help fill a wish 
prescription today!

To Go (70.2%) To Have (25.4%) To Meet (3.2%) To Be (0.9%) To Give (0.3%)

https://makeawish.ca/impact-of-wishes/annual-impact-report/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=annual_impact_report
https://makeawish.ca/?form=FUNKSNYLLQT&utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=donation


The Board of Directors and its Committees provide gover-
nance and strategic oversight, supporting the sustainable 
national delivery of wishes and the long-term strength of 
Make-A-Wish Canada.

Supporting Strong, Sustainable  
Wish Delivery

National Leadership  
and Governance

Directors 
April Crane, Vice President Communications and 
Engagement, WestJet

Carolina Walls, Independent Director

Jason Low, Executive Vice President and Chief 
Financial Officer, McElhanney

Jeanette Wakelin, Independent Director

Jennifer Jones, Independent Director

Karen Heim, Vice President and General Manager, 
Alexion Canada

Mark Carpenter, President, Angry Butterfly

Natalia Strauch, Vice President Human Resources, 
Disney Global Consumer Products, Disney 
Experiences

Natalie Green, Head of Industry, Automotive, Google

Raymond Chow, Independent Director

Shawn White, Senior Manager, Government Affairs 
and Strategic Partnerships, GSK

Sylvain Charbonneau, President and CEO, Blue Cross 
of Canada

Tammi Kerzner, Co-Founder, Rocky Mountain 
Chocolate

Darren Nantes 
Vice-Chair, Fundraising 
Advisory Board Chair
Chairman and CEO, 
Nantes Capital Inc. 

Shaun Usmar 
Board Chair 
CEO, Vale Base Metals

Rex Lee 
Treasurer, Finance & 
Audit Committee Chair
Chief Information 
and Technology 
Officer, Canadian Tire 
Corporation

Meaghan Stovel 
McKnight 
Secretary
CEO, Make-A-Wish 
Canada

Medical Advisory Committee Chair 
Dr. Heather Hodgson-Viden, Pediatrician, Jim Pattison 
Children’s Hospital, Saskatchewan Health Authority 

Nominating & Governance Committee Chair 
Dan Markou, Executive Vice President & Chief People 
and Culture Officer, SmartCentres REIT

Chapter Advisory Council Chair  
Alyson Hodson, President and CEO, zag

STARboard Chair 
Tyler McGregor, National Para Hockey Team Athlete 
and Captain

Explore Local and Youth 
Leadership in Your Province 

Click to see your local leadership  
and STARboard ambassador in the  
2025 Provincial Impact Reports.

O U R  P E O P L E
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Volunteers play a vital role in delivering wishes and supporting fami-
lies throughout a child’s medical journey. From wish granters and event 
committees to fundraisers and office supporters, their time and commit-
ment help reduce stress, build strength, and remind children and families 
they are supported by a caring community. 

Thank you to our volunteers for supporting children and families across 
Canada through the healing power of a wish.

Volunteers Who Make Every Wish Possible 

The National Volunteer of the Year Award is most often 
given to one individual — but 2025 called for something 
different. The 48-HOUR RIDE Super Champions, a group 
of 15 dedicated volunteers, have long been the opera-
tional backbone of Make-A-Wish Canada’s largest fund-
raising event. Based primarily in Greater Montreal, the 
Super Champions lead all planning and on-site execution 
— coordinating logistics, safety, vendors, and the work 
of more than 300 additional volunteers. Their efforts 
create a seamless, inspiring experience for riders and 
wish families.

Since its inception, the 48-HOUR RIDE has raised over 
$25M, including $3.7M in 2025 alone. We are proud 
to recognize the Super Champions for their remarkable 
contributions with this award.

National Volunteer of the Year Award:  
48-HOUR RIDE Super Champions

Rookie Volunteer of the 
Year Winner: Yen Lee Siah

“No matter how many treatments are given, 
there are always limitations, and there’s always 
a downside. It can be traumatic for children, and 
tough to be put in that position as a nurse. [At 
Make-A-Wish Canada the] focus is on the child, 
not the disease. It’s incredibly rewarding to be 
part of a process that brings only happiness.”

Yen Lee Siah 
Pediatric Nurse  
Wish granting and event volunteer 
QC Rookie of the Year winner

Corporate Volunteer  
Award 2025
Blue Cross of Canada has been recognized for 
over 30 years of partnership through gift in kind 
donations and outstanding employee volunteerism 
at events like Trees of Joy, Golf for Wishes, the 
boom 97.3 Thousand Dollar Make-A-Wish Minute, 
48-Hour Ride, and the Group Wish Trip.

Volunteer hours in 2025
10,000+

Volunteers across 
Canada

1,343
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Click to read more about 
our award winners.
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In 2025, Make-A-Wish Canada delivered two transfor-
mational group wish trips — one to a resort in Mexico and 
one to a theme park in Florida — made possible through 
our dedicated partners. 62 families joined together for 
an unforgettable week of connection, where they shared 
joy, built friendships, and found strength in being together 
with others who understand their experience.  

Thank you to our incredible partners that make these 
group wish trips possible:

Group Wish Trips:  
Mission Champions Make It Possible

Corporate Partnerships  
That Power Healing 
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Thank You for Making a Difference

See a full list of our national partners here:  
makeawish.ca/ourpartners

O U R  S U P P O R T E R S

Joudy, 9 
bone marrow 
transplant

I wish to go 
to Mexico

Altus Group, City Electric Supply, Planet Hollywood, Nexus Tours, Sofina Foods Inc. and Sofina Foundation

https://makeawish.ca/impact-of-wishes/annual-impact-report/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=annual_impact_report
https://makeawish.ca/get-involved/ways-to-give/corporate-giving/our-partners/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=national_partnerships
https://makeawish.ca/get-involved/ways-to-give/corporate-giving/our-partners/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=national_partnerships


Recognizing corporate partners whose support of Make-A-Wish Canada reached new 
heights for children with critical illnesses in 2025:

Milestone Moments in Corporate Giving 

Sofina Foods 
$1,000,000

City Electric Supply 
$1,000,000

Warehouse One 
$2,000,000

Cause Marketing: Jersey Mikes

Employee Engagement:  
Sofina Foods Inc. & Sofina Foundation

Gamers for Wishes: EB Games

Product Marketing:  
Rocky Mountain Chocolate

In 2025, 12 Jersey Mike’s Subs locations raised more than 
$100,000 in support of Make-A-Wish Canada through 
the company’s Annual Month of Giving in March and 
store grand openings. 

Sofina Foods Inc. and the Sofina Foundation, through its 
Dream Builders’ Campaign, have raised significant philan-
thropic support and participated in employee engagement 
activities (like at the Group Wish Trip) demonstrating their 
commitment to communities and families. 

EB Games Canada mobilized gamers across Canada, 
generating over $217,000 for Make-A-Wish Canada.

Rocky Mountain Chocolate partnered with Make-A-Wish 
Canada to create five limited-edition chocolate bars, each 
inspired by artwork from a wish kid and transformed into 
bright, joy-filled packaging.
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Golf for Wishes is a national series of regional golf tourna-
ments that brings together sponsors, donors, and volun-
teers in nine provinces. In 2025, these events collectively 
raised nearly $1,000,000 to help deliver life-changing 
wishes for children with critical illnesses. 

Women for Wishes is a national fundraising movement 
powered by women committed to improving the medical 
journeys of children with critical illnesses. Participants 
each pledge to raise $10,000, and together have mobi-
lized hundreds of women and raised more than $1.8M 
nationwide in support of wishes. 

Golf for Wishes:  
Driving Impact for Kids   

Women for Wishes:  
Philanthropic Leadership

Communities That Rally to  
Deliver Life-Changing Wishes 

Spotlight: Tammy Mercier, Nova Scotia  

Tammy was one of the leading fundraisers in the 2025 Women for Wishes 
campaign. She surpassed her initial goal of $50,000 by mobilizing her community 
in Nova Scotia to raise over $80,000 — a remarkable fundraising success!

“For a child on their treatment journey, a wish is more than just a dream –  
it’s a vital part of their recovery, bringing hope, strength, and joy,” Tammy said. 

See What Happened in Your Province
Click to explore local impact, stories, and wish activity from your 
community in our Provincial Reports.

O U R  S U P P O R T E R S

https://makeawish.ca/get-involved/ways-to-give/corporate-giving/our-partners/?utm_campaign=impact_fy24&utm_source=impact_report&utm_medium=link&utm_content=corp_partners
https://makeawish.ca/impact-of-wishes/annual-impact-report/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=annual_impact_report#provincial


Trees of Joy marked its 10th anniversary with 13 events 
nationwide, bringing wish families and supporters 
together through personalized holiday tree sponsorships 
inspired by each child. Since its launch, the program has 
raised over $2.5M to help deliver life-changing wishes for 
children with critical illnesses.

Trees of Joy:  
Marking 10 Years of Holiday Magic

2025 Trees of Joy Host Cities 

Calgary
Charlottetown
Edmonton
Fredericton
Grande Prairie
Halifax
London

Montreal
Quebec City
St. John’s
Toronto
Vancouver
Winnipeg

“Wishes Are Medicine, and Trees of Joy is 
the way we share it during the holiday 
season — turning generosity into the joy 
that lights the path of healing for wish 
kids across Canada.”

Meaghan Stovel McKnight  
CEO, Make-A-Wish Canada

Through Local Heroes, firefighters, police officers,  
paramedics, and other emergency responders come 
together to support wish kids in communities across 
Canada. In 2025, the program raised over $82,000 in 
support of life-changing wishes.

Heroes Challenge brings together teams led by wish kids 
to take part in friendly competition while raising funds 
for life-changing wishes. Across four provinces, partici-
pants committed to raising $10,000 per team, collectively 
raising nearly $350,000 nationally in support of wishes 
as part of children’s treatment journeys.

Local Heroes: Lights, Sirens, Wishes Heroes Challenge: Ready, Captain?
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Click to watch the 2025 
Trees of Joy Recap Video.

https://makeawish.ca/impact-of-wishes/annual-impact-report/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=annual_impact_report
https://makeawish.ca/news-and-media/trees-of-joy-2025-national-recap/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=toj


Our Financial Strategy:  
Strong, Stable, Sustainable
Over the past three years, Make-A-Wish Canada has worked tirelessly to accelerate wish 
delivery, ensuring children who waited through the pandemic could finally experience 
the healing power of a wish. This effort was supported by strong fundraising and the 
thoughtful, time-limited use of reserve funds that had increased during the pandemic.

Pandemic travel restrictions and the timing of our 2019 national merger temporarily 
increased reserves. Under strong financial governance, these funds have been used 
exactly as intended — to advance delayed wishes and maintain continuity of services 
as we transitioned out of an extraordinary period of demand.

To ensure long-term sustainability, we are now stabilizing wish delivery at a level of 
1,800–1,850 wishes annually. This approach ensures each wish continues to deliver 
meaningful impact while we continue to build fundraising strength and respond to the 
complex needs of children we serve. 

Aligned with our national strategy, we increased fundraising to $54.5M — $4M higher than 
FY2024 — rebuilt operational stability after two years of accelerated delivery, invested 
in essential technology infrastructure to strengthen mission and fundraising systems, 
and reduced reserve use as planned. This multi-year strategy balances sustainability 
with mission delivery and reflects evidence-based standards for children with complex 
medical needs. It positions us for steady, reliable impact in the years ahead, because  
Wishes Are Medicine.
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O U R  F I N A N C I A L S

In 2025, we granted 1,835 wishes! But with more children being referred everyday, 
we’re only reaching 34.4% of those in need. Together, we can close the gap.

Wishes Waiting 3,500+

Wishes Granted 1,835

Too Many Children Are Still Waiting For Their Wish

https://makeawish.ca/impact-of-wishes/annual-impact-report/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=annual_impact_report


3,500+
wishes waiting 
at completion 
of FY2025 

697
communities 
where wishes 
were granted  
in FY2025

FY2025
expenditures

Wish Delivery 70.4% 

Fundraising 29.6% 

We are committed to transparency and ensuring every dollar makes 
the greatest impact for children facing critical illness. See the full 
financial report at makeawish.ca/financials

Thank you for  
investing in the health 
and healing of children 

across Canada.

Wish Delivery = Programs & 
Administration Expenses

Revenue

Expenses

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenue Over Expenses

2025 2024

Donations and fundraising

Year ended September 30, 2025, with comparative information for 2024

Programs

Before the undernoted

$ 30,063,886

40,474,087

 (6,575,604)

$ 25,706,509

47,332,273

(14,848,247)

18,220,778

18,047,978

398,412

18,546,420

15,666,650

2,825,740

4,611,315

2,537,925 

$ (6,177,192)

3,291,218

2,395,527

$ (12,022,507)

1,503,651 2,944,316

84,756

54,484,386

57,740

50,546,203

65,394,45061,059,990

Donations-in-kind

Fundraising

Unrealized gain (loss) on investments

Bequests

General and administration

Deficiency of revenue over expenses

Investment income (realized)

Other

MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDATION OF CANADA
Statement of Operations

Maximizing Every Dollar for Life-Changing Wishes
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Élizabeth, 10 
leukemia

I wish to be an  
RCMP officer 

https://makeawish.ca/about-us/our-financials/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=our_financials
https://makeawish.ca/impact-of-wishes/annual-impact-report/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=annual_impact_report


Make-A-Wish Foundation® of Canada
4211 Yonge Street, Suite 301A,  
Toronto, ON, M2P 2A9, Canada

Charitable Registration Number: 
881291918 RR 0001

Wishes play an important role in helping children cope with 
the challenges of critical illness. Research shows they can 
support strength, resilience, and well-being during treatment.

By including Make-A-Wish Canada in your estate plans, 
you help ensure this care continues for children in the  
years ahead.

Learn how you can make tomorrow’s wishes possible:
makeawish.ca/legacy-giving

A Legacy of Care. Wishes Are Medicine.

Make Tomorrow’s  
Wishes Possible

makeawish.ca

Wyatt, 11 
cancer

I wish to go to National 
Parks in Alberta

@makeawish_canada

Make-A-Wish Canada

makeawish_canada

@MakeAWishCA

https://makeawish.ca/get-involved/ways-to-give/legacy-giving/?utm_campaign=impact_fy25&utm_source=national_impact_report&utm_medium=digital&utm_content=legacy_giving
https://www.facebook.com/makeawish.ca
https://www.tiktok.com/@makeawish_canada
https://www.linkedin.com/company/make-a-wish-canada/
https://www.instagram.com/makeawish_canada/
https://x.com/MakeAWishCA

